It is ft mutter for congratulation that the subject of malarial infection and the biology of the disease is attracting the attention of Indian microscopists because we confidently anticipate the best results from work in this direction conducted in the true scientific spirit. The whole subject of malarial infection and the correlated blood changes described by various workers are of so great interest that everything is to be gained by full investigation and criticism of opposing views. " Magna est Veritas et prcevalebit."
Dr. Ross' paper on the subject, which we reproduce in this issue, will afford opportunity to the observers whose results are challenged to adduce such further evidence as they may possess in support of their views and, at the same time, to record their own grounds of dissent from the views expressed by Dr. Ross. Dr. Roys has sent for our inspection some excellent microphotographs of the appearances to be seen in malarial blood, aud we hope that, with some future contribution by Dr. Ross, we shall be able to reproduce them for the benefit of our readers.
The object of Dr. Ross' paper is to show that many of the appearances, described by various workers as parasitic organisms are not really of that nature, but are post-mortem changes in the blood. We shall leave it to the various observers whose work is called in question to defend their own views and endeavours to vindicate their position and shall content ourselves by merely referring to some possible errors which may belong to Dr. Ross' methods. 1?> regard to the useful principles?four in number?which Dr. Roes mentions, we would ask can it be definitely stated with reference to the first that leucocytes are eqtiallv distributed throughout the circulatory system? The phenomena of positive chemiotaxis and phagocytic action hardly support this view. Nor does it necessarily follow that the number of parasites in the blood should be commensurable with the degree of illness as the vitality and resistant power of the blood cells is a most important factor in the determination of the degree of illness. The method of staining liquid blood advocated by Dr. Ross appears to us to be open to certain objections where the object is the study of possible developmental changes in the blood. The at dition ol'methyl blue to the living bio id is likely to produce such rapid alterations in the blood corpuscles that the deductions drawn from morphological alterations are subject to criticism. N??r do we agree with Dr. Ross in thinking that the staining of dried blood is dirty and unsatisfactory. The paper, however, is before our readers, and we would invite those who have devoted themselves specially to the subject, to either confirm or refute the careful observations therein recorded.
